
sand from Normandy beach for our 

patriotic  patrons! Wines were gener-

ously donated by Hamilton Dixon, 

Greg Fricks, Jeff Franklin, Piero 

Barba, Wright Ledbetter, Kelly 

Henson, Larry Martin & Laura Weber. 

Larry and Laura also donated the 

lovely Lincoln Towncar Limousine 

that brought our guests from parking 

to the front door! The event was great 

fun and a wonderful success for the 

museum,  netting a record amount of 

$11,000. in donations for the RAHM 

from one fundraiser. Not a bad out-

come in a slowing economic climate! 

Many thanks to all of you who     

renewed your memberships, won 

silent auction items and attended this 

lovely event. Your generosity will help   

preserve history for generations to 

come! 

Thursday, April the 23rd was a spe-

cial evening indeed! The sparkling-

wine was served cool and the live 

jazz music was served hot!  

150+ people enjoyed a beautiful, 

Spring evening in an equally  gor-

geous setting; Dr. George and Nancy 

Goldinôs home off of Horseleg Creek 

Road, proved the perfect setting for 

the RAHM spring fundraiser. Mem-

bers of the Rome Area History Mu-

seum sampled delicious, home - 

cooked recipes from local patrons, 

and wines from around the world 

were sampled for tastings. Everything 

from a light champagne to a 30 year 

old burgundy were enjoyed at the 

tasting, and there were large 5 liter 

bottles of wine available for auction 

as well! Items from the silent auction 

varied from time spent in 

(generously donated) beach and 

mountain vacation homes, and the 

artistry of Libby Levy, to the very 

On Saturday May the 23rd, 

RAHM celebrated our Roman 

veterans! Roy Gilreath, a WW2 

Higgins Boat Operator, shared 

stories about his many brave 

missions, Alton Cadenhead pre-

sented his ñHistory in the Makingò 

that helped people today relate to 

all that our brave vets served for 

during this time of world crisis. 

Jane Tucker, Romeôs own ñRosie 

the Riveterò told tales  

of women on the homefront, 

and their changing roles in soci-

ety as they took jobs in tradi-

tional male fields in order to 

supply our fleets with battle-

ships and other needed sup-

plies. J.T. Bishop told of his 

experiences in the Korean war, 

as well. Many thanks to the 

brave veterans who have given 

us all our freedom!  

Above: The front entrance of 

George and Nancy Goldinõs  

lovely home, as sketched by  

talented, local  artist Libby Levy. 
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Veterans share their 

fascinating accounts of 

War.  
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to Me  

 

Musicianõs Spotlight 

 

2009 Donor Honor List  

 

Spring Membership 

Party Success 

Annual Fund Cam-

paign is Underway!  

 

When Cotton was King  

If you would like to receive the Rome Area History Museum Newsletter, or want to become a member 
of the museum; please e-mail: lbarba@romehistorymuseum.com or call: 706.235.8051  

and leave your name, address and a phone number or e-mail. 

RAHM Spring Membership Party  

Elegant Event was the ñToastò of the Town! 

We will not forgeté 
RAHM Salutes Roman Veterans  

Above: WW2 Vet, Alton  

Cadenhead, tells of Amazing 

Victory and Heartfelt Loss. 

A special thank you to Rome 

News Tribune for video   

taping our brave heroes! 
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Emily Wood    

( second  from 

right) and her 

beautiful family! 

What Rome Area History 
Museum Means to Me 
By RAHM Curator &  
Program Director 

Cherry Johnson 

RAHM is proud to present 
our new ñStarò!  
Emily Wood is our new 
Gold Star Representative 
and she has proven herself 
to be a star already!  
Emily is a native Roman. 
After 30+ years in  banking 
she is now able 
to enjoy  many outside  
interests like volunteering 
for the RAHM! She and her 
husband Will have 
two grown sons and are 

active at the First United 
Methodist Church. She also 
serves on the Chiaha 
Board and is an alumni of 
Leadership Rome. 
 

Emily has said  that she is 
excited to be working as 
our Gold Star Day        
Representative and  learn-
ing more about the        
museum and being a part 
of  the exciting  changes 
that are under way!"  
 

 

 

my first paid museum jobs.  
Few people are lucky enough 
to choose a career when they 
are very young and have it 
stick so to speak. I feel incredi-
bly blessed-a fact which I have 
frequently defended to both 
friends and strangers who 
query, ñWhy would you want to 
work in a boring museum?ò or 
even certain family members 
who quip ñmuseums are kind 
of nerdy arenôt they?ò  So letôs 
clear that up right now.  To me 
being able to look at or hold in 
my hands a thing that was 
pined over, saved for, used, 
loved, or maybe even hated by 
somebody who was in many 
ways just like me is fascinat-
ing! This somebody had a ten-
dency to be egocentric, grew 
from child to adult with all the 
experiences and stories that 
go along with that transition, 

and has probably passed from this 
world as we all must.  It  

isnôt just the ñthingò though, itôs the 
story behind the thing, the emotion 
behind it, and the lesson we can 
learn from it that is a museumôs 
treasure.  Itôs a package deal-but it 
always starts with the ñthing.ò  My 
job of caring for the ñthings,ò treas-
uring our gifts, and sharing them 
with others is serious business to 
me.  So it was with great pleasure 
that this past summer I introduced 
my ten year old daughter to From 
the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. BEF.   

If I can share for just one moment 
the sense of awe that I feel work-
ing with museum objects and shar-
ing their stories with others, and if I 
can inspire one child to take up the 
adventure then I will be doubly 
blessed. 

When I was in fourth grade 
back in South Carolina, I 
was coerced (by my 
teacher, Mrs. Dinkins) into 
reading a book with which 
many of you might be famil-
iar, From the Mixed Up Files 
of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.   
If you donôt know it, it was 
about a brother and sister 
who ran away to New York 
City and lived in the Metro-
politan Museum of Art.  
Thank you Mrs. Dinkins!  My 
association with that book, 
which fed my nine year old 
fascination with both muse-
ums and adventures, was 
followed only a few years 
later with the airing of the 
televis ion mini-series 
ñRoots.ò I was off on yet an-
other adventure which led 
me that summer to my local 
historical museum where I 
would eventually find one of 

R O M E  A R E A  

H I S T O R Y  M U S E U M  

Above: Cherry 
Johnson  
(Age 8)! 

GOLD STAR DAYS 

Emily Wood is New RAHM ñStarò! 

A òGold Staró day is a great way to 
honor someone special, pay tribute to 
the memory of a loved one, or an inter-
esting way to publicize your business. 
Your òGold Staró day is noted in the 
museum, in Rome News Tribune and 
on the radio!  
 

Gold Star Days may be reserved by 
donating $500.  
to Rome Area History Museum  
 

Please contact òGold Staró  
Representative: Emily Wood: 
706.235.8051  or E-mail  
egwood204@yahoo.com  
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This month's spotlight is on our resident Ar-

chivist and Musician, Russell McClanahan, a 
semi lifelong resident of Rome.  
Russell's mother was raised in South Rome 
but his father made a career of the Air Force. It 
was to Rome that the family would return and 
what he came to know as home, despite 
bouncing around the states. 
Russell developed a love of family history at 
an early age, following his mother from cous-
ins to uncles and aunts on visits back to 
Rome. He has traveled widely thanks to Uncle 
Sam, and cherishes memories of hiking the 
Appalachian Trail in '94 and '95 and the French 
Camino in 2004. An accomplished musician, 
he has played for school groups and at the 

museum through the years, often with 
Stranger Malone, who many of you will re-
member. Although in his 60's he feels like 
life has just begun for him as he married for 
the first time in 2006 to Stephanie McRay, 
and now has 2 step children and a 2 year old 
daughter! Russell says he feels like he is 
among old friends at the museum as both 
Roger Aycock and Dr. Wyatt were his  
mentors for many years. Somehow in all 
those busy years he managed to squeeze in 
20 years in education, mostly as a school 
counselor, and to retire from the Army Re-

serves! RAHM is proud to have this      
talented and dedicated history enthusiast 
as part of our staff! 
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   Music and Our Museum: Staff Spotlight 

Above: Russell on his  

wedding day with the love  

of his life.  

No, not WARREN JONES!  

National Society of the Colonial 
Dames ï Rome, GA 

Bernard Neal 

Kay New 
New Romans Club 

Robert and Ginger Noble 

Dennis Nordeman 
Dennis and Mary Jane Norde-

man 

Edward Jones / Charles Norris 
Northwest Georgia Credit Union 

Claudia M. Oakes 

Jim and Jo Orr 
Valeria Orr 

Wiley C. Owen 

Cal and Betty Owens 
Owens Hardware and Sporting 

Goods Co., Inc. 

Jim and Linda Owens 
Michael Page 

Jean Palmer 

Dr. Darshak and Neema Pandya 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Parrino 

Partridge Restaurant 

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Payne 
Beverly Pearson 

Stuart Peebles 
Jeffery and Shelly Peller 

Janet Peterson 

Cara Polk 
Michael and Martha Ragland 

Betty F. Rayburn 

Geraldine and Barbara Rice 
Hal and Mimi Richards 

Martha Lou Riddle 

Julie Roberts 
Nathan Roberts 

Mrs. Betty Rowston 

Lori Sanders 
Dr. and Mrs. James Santoro 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Saville 

Andrew and Karen Saville 
William and Barbara 

Schwendler 

Scott and Patrice Skinner 
Bettye C. Slickman 

Mrs. Howard M. Smith 

Lisa Smith 
Nancy and David Smith 

Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Spector 
State Mutual Insurance 

Harold and Rena Storey 

Mr. and Mrs. William Strain 
Bill Temple 

Frank and Jamie Thomson 

Milton Tippin, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Joel Todino 

Doris Todd 

Jane Tucker 
V-3 Magazine 

Sarah B. Vance 

Buzz and Paula Wachsteter 
Buzz Wachsteter 

Lance and Lori Walker 

Walker Orthotics  
Deana Wallace 

Judge and Mrs. Robert 

Walther 
J.T. & Megan Watters 

Tom & Terry Watters 
Dr. and Mrs. James F. Ward 

Melanie Weber 

Larry Martin and  
Laura Weber  

Max and Nancy Weers 

Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Wilkins 
Gloria Wilkinson 

Dr. Robert A. and  

Mrs. Kristin Williams 
Edmond Wilson 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard White 

Mr. and Mrs. Gardner Wright 
John and Kay Youmans 

Cheryl Yancey Xanthos 


